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“Blended approaches to e-learning:
Principles and practices at The University of Hong Kong’

b

Susan Bridges

Associate Professor, Centre for the Enhancement of Teachingand Learning
/ Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong

In the area of online learning, Massive Online Open Courses (MOOCs) hosted as
mainly non—credit bearing web—based University courses are gaining international
interest in global higher education. By the very nature of its learning demands, the
undergraduate learning experience in health professions education is, however,
mainly local with face—to—face interactions in university—based lecture halls, tutorial
rooms, laboratories and clinics. Blended approaches are defined broadly as the
inclusion of technology alongside face—to—face learning. It has been shown that
thoughtful inclusion of educational technologies to enhance student learning both
inside and outside the classroom can support, among others, key University aims of
critical intellectual inquiry and collaboration. The challenge in adopting a blended
approach is how one draws upon emerging trends and new affordances in a principled
and integrated manner to enhance both face—to—face, in—class and online,
out—of-class learning experiences. In this talk, I examine some of the opportunities of
blended approaches for the health sciences and expand upon examples in Dentistry
and Medicine at The University of Hong Kong where the adoption of a blended
approach to learning has supported curriculum re—design and the development of new
learning spaces. There will also be an opportunity to preview a forthcoming edited
volume (Bridges, S., Chan, L..K & Hmelo-Silver, C) which shares current scholarship
on educational technologies in both problem—based and clinical learning contexts.
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